NUMBER XVI. 
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Sit fur, fit facrilegus, fit flagitiorum omnium vitiorumque princeps; at 
oft bonus legiflator, et ad dubia reipublice tempora refervandus— 


S A T URDAY, September 11th, 7 


% VERY kingdom, and every age, for a feries 
» of centuries, has produced a fet of fpeculative 
philofophers, who have endeavoured to refine 
? upon the conftitution of their country ; and al- 

moft all of thefe projectors, have either affected, 
, or actually felt, an enthufiaftic attachment to 
the democracies of ancient Greece. Some have 
commenced advocates for the liberty of the 
people, merely from the pride of claffical knowledge, and have 
extolled the laws of Solon, for no other reafon but becaufe they 
were writtenin Greek, Others have conceived republican principles 
from envy to their fuperiors in wealth and affluence. A third fort of 
reformers have efpoufed the plebeian’interefts, from an innate 
averfion to all order and feftraint. And itis to be hoped, for the 
hohour of human nature, that fome few of thofe thedretical legif- 
lators have been actuated by motives of humanity and benevolence. 
This, however, I take to be a miftaken philanthropy, which, con- 
ceiving every individual to be equally free by nature, draws this 
erroneous inference, that every individual has an equal right to in- 
termedle in the adminiftration of ‘public affairs ; "a principle fub- 
verfive of all government, magiftracy and fubordination; a prin- 
ciple deftruétive to all induftry and national quiet, as well as re- 


pugnant to every fundamental maxim of fociety. | 
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To give us a juft idea of a mob-ruled commonwealth, we need 


only perufe the hiftories of Athens and of Rome, during thofe pe- 


riods at which their government was purely republican. There we 
fhall meet with nothing but faction, animofity, perfecution, ingra- 


titude and difquiet. We (hall find the people of Athens led about 


‘by every turbulent orator in their turns, like an ill-tamed monfter, 
from vanity to vice, from folly to caprice, from the loweft depth 
of defpondence, to the moft giddy height of elation. All was 
violence, tumult, injuftice, and prefumption, They banifhed 
Afchines, in order to gratify his rival orator; and then drove De- 
mofthenes himfelf into exile, after they had crowned him in the 
théatre of Bacchus, as the firft patriot of the commonwealth. The 
fame ingratitude did they manifeft towards Ariftides, who, for his 
extraordinary virtue had acquired the furname of ju; and this 
was the reward of Themittocles, who faved their country, and 
defeated the Perfian fleet at Salamis, when that formidable power 
threatened deftruction to all the free ftates of Greece. The inter- 
nal ftate of Rome, from the expulfion of the kings, to the final 


extinction of their liberty, what was it but an uninterrupted {cene 


of tumult and fedition, excited by the illiberal envy, infolence, 
and profligacy of the vulgar, cloaked under the {pecious name of 
freedom, Witnefs their feceffion to the Mons facra, and their 
fhocking cruelty and ingratitude to Manlius Coriolanus under Sci- 
pio Africanus. 

Ir fuch was the difpofition and condu& of the Athenian and 
Roman people, fo celebrated for their fenfibility, penetration, and 
patriotifm; what but the moft favage brutality could be expected 
from the populace of a Gothic nation; unin{pired by fentiment, 
unenlightened by {cience, and unreftrained by laws; inftigated by 
fedition, and inflamed by intoxication. Such were the mob-re- 
formers which have appeared at different times, in almoft every 
kingdom of Chriftendom, offering their fage counfel on the points 
of their fwords, and endeavouring to new-model the conftitution 
of their country. Such were thofe venerable legiflators, Wat Ty- 
ler and Jack Straw, who unfolded the banners of ignorance, bar- 
barity, and rebellion ; who, in all the pride of reformation, pro- 
mulgated a plan for reétifying the errors of the ftate; who vifited 
the metropolis with one hundred thoufand armed peafants at their 
heels, denouncing vengeance againft all rank, order, learning, and 
ingenuity. All the world knows in what manner all his laudable 
{chemes were defeated by a very extraordinary inftance of courage, 
exerted by a Mayor of London. 

Ir will no doubt give great fatisfaction to the feet of republican 
philofophers, to fee that this rectifying fpirit has revived at the 
end of fo many centuries, in the very fame fcene, the city of Lon- 
don, among the fame clafs of men; kindled by the fame means, 
and fed with the fame fort of fuel. When I fay the fame fcene, 
and the fame clafs of people, I ought to fpecify fome neceffary di-- 
dtinctions: for, that ancient plan of reformation began among the 
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peafants of Kent and Effex, tho’ they were afterwards joined by 
a fet of patriots whom venal hiftorians have ftigmatifed as de- 
bauched, profligate, and defperate villains, and reinforced by the 
populace of London. Now, it is well known, that thofe peafants 
‘were in a ftate of actual flavery, denominated villenage ; whereas 
the prefent Reformers pique themfelves upon being free-born En- 
glifhmen: but, like their predeceffors, they are headed by their 
Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, and animated by a reverend apoftle 
of equal virtue and capacity with the celebrated John Bull, the ho- 
neft prieft of thofe days, who acted as principal incendiary, {pi- 
riting up the multitude to mifchief and rebellion by inflammatory 
fermons, quaint rhimes, and treafonable papers, difperfed among 
the leaders of the people. What a lofs it was to mankind, and a 
difgrace to the government of England, that this worthy reformer, 
in canonicals, fhould have been hanged asa fower of {edition | 

TRve it is, the malcontents of our days have not yet proceed- 
‘ed to open infurrection ; perhaps their courage is not fufficiently 
roufed, nor their caufe fufficiently {trengthened for fuch an at- 
tempt; but, it muft be owned, they have exactly followed the 
footfteps of their anceftors in thofe circumftances we have already 
mentioned, as well as in divers other particulars, They have 
taken public exceptions to the proceedings of government, and 
boldly intrenched upon the King’s prerogative. They have not 
indeed affembled, and fent a meflage, giving him to underftand 
- they were come to fpeak with him about certain important affairs : 
but, they have freely condemned his conduct, and infifted upon 
a change of meafures. They have fteadily kept in view the ex- 
ample of Mr. Tyler’s followers, in directing their chief animofity 
againft the treafurer, and in treating the K—g’s mother with the 
moft outrageous indignity. 

In fome other refpects, their virtue hath foared a pitch above 
the patriotifm of former times. Their interpofing in ftate-affairs 
is not the effect of oppreffion and defpair, which were the avowed 
amotives of Tyler’s infurrection; but, the {fpontaneous working of 
public fpirit. ‘They groan under no {pecies of tyranny. They 
complain of no taxation, On the contrary, they ftrenuoufly con- 
tend for a profecution of fuch meafures as muft accumulate the 
‘public burden; and reje&t with {corn all thoughts of a pacifica- 
tion, until they themfelves fhall have an opportunity of fending » 
deputies to the congrefs. - In another particular, their f{pirit feems 
to tranfcend that magnanimity which Tyler’s bands difplayed. 
Without having recourfe to arms for their defence; without tak- 
ing any meafures for fecuring themfelves from the penalties of the 
law; they have had the courage to {catter the feeds of fedition in 
public; to practice every {pecies of defamation; to infult the go- 
vernment, and belie the miniftry; to laugh at Bridewell and fla- 
gellation ; defpife and brave the pillory, and even fet the gallows 
at defiance. But, their courage is not more admirable than theic 


penetration. Other malcontents have complained only of fuch 
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grievances as they pretended to fee], and condemned fuch meafures 
as were already known to the public but, our Reformers are too 
quick in their apprehenfion to wait for events in the ordi- 
nary courfe of production: they penetrate into the womb of 
time, and, by a peculiar fagacity, anticipate the birth of inci- 
dents. 
Let us hear with what energy of argument, with what a tide 
of elocution, thofe confummate politicians inveigh again{t the 
ce which is fuppofed to be upon the carpet. Have they con- 
fidered the horrors of war? They never thought upon the 
fubject.—Do they underftand the true intereft of their country? 
—They have no intereft in their country. Do they know the 
Terms of peace which the enemy has offered ? They do not even 
pretend to guefs.—But, the fpirit of patriotifm whifpers them in 
the ear, that it is their duty, and their birth-right, as free-born 
Englifhmen, to revile their P—ce, defame his friends, and oppofe 


94 


his g—t: Jacky Straw affures them, it is their privilege to be 


infolent and refractory ; and Bull the parfon declares, that Vox poe 


puli eft vox Det: the voice of the people is the voice of God. 


As thefe Reformers have, upon all occafions, aflumed the title of 
free-born Englifhmen, and denominated themfelves the good 
people of England; it will not be amifs to enquire who the indivi- 
duals are that compofe this refpectable community. Are they 
perfons of wealth, property, or credit ?—No. Have they 
diftinguifhed themfelves as valuable members of the common- 
wealth, by their induftry, probity, or learning ?—No fuch mate 
ter.—Do they contribute to the neceffities of the public, or of the 


poor, by paying fcot or lot, King’s-tax, or parifh-tax?~—Not a 
farthing. They reverence no King: .they fubmit to no law; they 


belong tono parifh, Have they a right to give their voice in any 
fort of election, or their advice in ‘any affembly of the people ? 
They have no fuch right eftablifhed by law; and therefore they 
deduce a right from nature, inconfiftent with all law, incompa- 
tible with every form of government. They confift of that clafs 
which our neighbours diftinguith by the name of Canail/e, forlorn 


Grubs and Garetteers,. de{perate gamblers, tradefmen thrice bank- 


rupt, prentices to journeymen, underftrappers to porters, hungry 
pettifoggers, bailifts-followers, difcarded draymen, hoftlers out of 
place, and felons returned from tran{portation. Thefe are the 
people who proclaim themfelves free-born Englifhmen, and, tran- 
{ported with a laudable {pirit of patriotiim, infift upon having a 
fpoke in the wheel of government; who diftribute infamy among 
the great; calumniate their S—n, afperfe his family; condemn 
his minifters, criticife his conduct, and publicly declaim upon 
politics, in coffee-houfes, ale-houfes, in cellars, ftalis, in prifons, 
and the public ftreets. And indeed, if we refle@t, that this divi- 
fion of the {pecies among us, are neither eleéting nor elected, nei- 
ther reprefenting nor reprefented in any national, provincial, mu- 
nicipal or parochial aflembly ; it is proper they fhould enjoy fome 
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extraordinary privilege to afcertain their title of free-born’ Englith- 
men. | 

I wAve no fort of objection to their being confirmed in the li- 
berties they have lately taken with the charaéters and conduct of 
Princes, minifters, magiftrates, and others unjuftly denominated 
their fuperiors and betters. Every plebeian among the Athenians, 
who attended the aflembly of the people, {pending his time, and 
exerting his wifdom for the good of his country, was entitled to 
a provifion of three oboli or halfpence per diem, to be paid out of 
the public treafury. If they were thus confidered for fpeaking 
their minds, how much better are the Canaii/e of London entitled 
to {peak on affairs of importance, when inftead of demanding three 
halfpence for opening their mouths; each individual generally 
pays that price for an opportunity of holding forth in places of 
public refort. > 

I AM well aware of the expedients which fome of thofe Refor- 
mers have fallen upon to make their public fpirit, and their pri- 
vate intereft, coincide ; by difpofing of their lucubrations for hire, 
and expofing to fale their fatires in emblematical prints, exhibited 
to the view of paflengers in the public ftreets of this metropolis. 
But, as this practice may be attended with fome inconvenience to 
the perfons of thofe worthy patriots, I fhall firft defcribe the 
rifk they run, and then point out an eafy and effectual method to 
{creen them from all jeopardy and vexation. Some of -the efiays 
which they have lately publifhed, may, 1] apprehend, from the 
iniquity of the laws now in force, be conftrued into high-treafon ; 
and all of them may fubject their authors to dangerous profecu- 
tions for libels and fedition, The ingenious and fignificant hiero- 
glyphics, difplayed in all the print-fhops, from ‘T'emple-Bar to 
the Royal-Exchange ; tho’ immortal monuments of genius, tafte, 
and humour, may fall under the cognizance of Gothic magiftrates, 
who are no judges of their merit, and out of meer hatred to the 
arts which they do not underftand, will be apt to perfecute the 
inventors and venders of thefe witty conceits. Some future mi- 
nifters, not quite fo paflive as the prefent government, may think 
it neceflary to fupport their authority by making a proper number 
of examples; and a Lord Mayor of London may arife, who 
will not fuffer the windows of printfhops to be lined at noon- 
day, with figures which are an outrage upon decency, a fcandal 
upon the nation, and a reproach upon police. Who knows but 
fome officious Bifhop of London may interpofe in behalf of what 
is called call chriftian charity and decorum f 

SHoutp fuch an unfortunate era caft up, pains and penalties 
will enfue ; and thofe venerable patriots be expofed to a variety of 
perfecutions. Some perhaps will fall martyrs to their patri- 
otifm at Tyburn ; others be pelted in the pillory, fcourged at the 
cart’s-tail, deprived of their ears, fined, imprifoned, or tran{port- 
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and Baftwick’s, will be revived; and perhaps, the noble fpirit of 
Reformation, be entirely exterminated. , 

In order to prevent fuch a national calamity, I would humbly 
propofe, that in thefe days of patience and philofophy, the P—-t 
would take this affair into confideration, and by an exprefs fta- 
tute, exempt thefe illuftrious guardians. of the public, from the 
penalties of every law that ever was enacted for the fupport of the 
Royal Authority, the punifhment of fedition, the fuppreffion of 
calumny and flander, and the maintainance of good order. 
Every perfon qualified to take the benefit of this ftatute, may be 
regiftered gratis at an office eftablifhed for this purpofe, and be 
diftinguifhed on the back by the letter C! which will ftand ei- 
ther for counfellor or canaille. Every perfon wearing this badge, 
from Jack Straw, down to Jack Ketch, fhall be facred from cor- 
rection, infult, or reproof. He may write and publifh treafon 
by the theet, preach fedition by the hour, flander the moft un- 
exceptionable charaéters from the rifing of the fun to the fet- 
ting thereof, and exhibit the moft indecent prints which obfce- 
nity and impudence can contrive, in every place of public refort 
in London and Weftminfter, and through the whole extent of 
the bills of mortality. 


( To be continued. ) 
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